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People don’t care how 
much you know until 
they know how much 
you care.”  
 
Amish proverb as submitted to the Guideposts 
magazine.    
 

 

What on earth am I 
here for? 
 
A life devoted to things is a dead 
life, a stump; a God shaped life is a 
flourishing tree. 
Proverbs 11:28 (Msg) 
 
Blessed are those who trust in the 
Lord…..They are like trees planted 
along a riverbank, with roots that 
reach deep into the water. Such trees 
are not bothered by the heat or worried 
by long months of drought. Their leaves 
stay green, and they go right on 
producing delicious fruit. 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NLT) 
 
It all starts with God. It’s not about 
you. 
The search for the purpose of life has 
puzzled people for thousands of years. 
That’s because we typically begin at 
the wrong starting point-ourselves.  
God is not just the starting point of 
your life He is the source. 
 
 
Taken from “The Purpose Driven Life” 
author Rick Warren.  

                 Palatable Pleasures  

                 A healthy fresh veggie salsa to enjoy in the summer months. Submitted by B. Smith 

 

1 lg. or 2 sm. diced avocado                                       Combine and serve with tortilla chips.                                                                                                 

1 c. cherry tomatoes or grape tomatoes halved.                                                                                                                 

½ red onion diced                                                        Note: Sometimes I add more tomatoes and a diced cucumber             

¾ c. crumbled feta cheese                                                      and serve as a salad. 

1 tbsp. lemon juice 

1 or 2 tbsp. red wine vinegar to taste.                                                                                                                                      

                               



Life 

Life isn't easy. Life has a lot of pressures, especially for teens. I remember being a teen and having to make 

life decisions at the age of 14. You had to know what you wanted to do for your future job and then get the grades 

to get into those schools. I was gifted with parents who loved me and raised me in a home that believed in Christ. I 

can't imagine a home life without that. I was a "good" kid. Or at least I thought I was. I didn't do drugs, I didn't 

have sex, I didn't drink and I didn't swear...a lot. I went and served in my church. I attended youth group and the 

Campus Life program at my school. It wasn't until I started working with youth that I realized that there is no such 

thing as a "good" kids and "bad" kids. Have you ever sat down and talked to a kid who you thought was bad? You 

might learn that mom and dad aren't together anymore, or someone they loved dearly died. These are tough life 

experiences that can be handle two ways. Either we make a good decision or a bad decision. But by making these 

decisions it doesn't make people bad or good, it makes them human. I wish I could have known this as a teen. Life 

would have been about trying to make this world a better place instead of about trying to maintain my "good" kid 

life.  

            JK 

 

About the author 

Janelle Kuepfer is a youth worker from Mitchell Youth Unlimited. She has a passion for seeing broken 

lives made new. Her life verse is "Trust in the lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding." 

Proverbs 3:5. "I'm not perfect but I have a perfect creator who loves me.”  

  

  

 Janelle’s story is thought provoking and she makes some good points. God gave us each a brain and free 

will. We’ve all made some bad choices. Even since the beginning of time, look at Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel. 

Even though we have a perfect Father, we give in to our sinful nature, often rebelling and making bad decisions. 

We all have decisions to make and sometimes we get painted good or bad depending on our choice. But above all 

remember TGIF- Thank God I’m forgiven!!  

          B 


