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“The world needs dreamers 
and the world needs doers. 
But above all, the world  
needs dreamers who do.” 
 
Sarah Ban Breathnach, author of Simple 
Abundance: A Daybook of Comfort and 
Joy 

   
 

 

Through Laurel’s Lens: A Book 
Review 
 
If you see a blue parakeet in your northern 
backyard, mixed in with a flock of 
sparrows, you look twice, as you should.  
 
In reading Scripture we come across many 
blue parakeets. Often these are the 
passages we wish would go away because we 
can’t or don’t want to reconcile them with 
what we already think. In The Blue 
Parakeet, McKnight challenges us to rethink 
the lens through which we read the Bible. 
He asks us to view Scriptures using the 
Hebrew form of midrash, which is a version 
of a story from a certain perspective. He 
says that the whole of the Bible is a Story 
with one plot and each author wrote his 
version—inspired and authorized by the Holy 
Spirit—of the same Story and plot.  
 
“Blue parakeet passages are oddities in the 
Bible that we prefer to cage and silence 
rather than to permit into our sacred 
mental gardens. If we are honest, blue 
parakeet passages often threaten us, call 
into question our traditional way of 
reading the Bible, and summon us back to 
the Bible to rethink how we read the 
Bible…if we listen to the blue parakeet 
passages in the Bible, which are there at 
God’s discretion, and if we think about how 
we are reading them, the Bible somehow 
unfolds before our eyes as a brilliant 
Story…The genius of the Bible is the 
continuity of the Story as each generation 
learns to speak it afresh in its days and 
in its ways.” – Scot McKnight, The Blue 
Parakeet, pages 208-210 
 

                 Palatable Pleasures  

Scotch Eggs 
1 dozen small eggs, 2 packages mild Italian sausage (about 10 sausages), Italian seasoned bread crumbs 

 

Hard boil the eggs and then peel them. Pat the eggs dry with a paper towel before molding sausage around the egg as it sticks 

better. Remove the sausage from the casing. Mold small amount of sausage around each egg (I use 5 sausages divided 

equally for 6 eggs). Roll the sausage covered eggs in the bread crumbs. Place on shallow baking pan and bake at 350 degrees 

for approximately 45 minutes (turn every 15 minutes for even browning). Slice into quarters and serve hot or cold with 

regular or spicy mustard or salsa. 



                               

Seeing God through the love of one and other 

 

Hebrews 6:10 
For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having 

ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 

  
We have all been there. Something at sometime in our lives has thrown us a curve ball. You know that unexpected 

event, health issue, financial burden or the life changing situation that you know things will never be the same 

again. 

  

It is at those times when our world feels like it is caving in on us and you feel so alone that you are sure no one can 

relate to you, or do they even know what you are going through at that very moment? 

  

The beauty of having a relationship with God and personally knowing Him is that you have the blessing of 

experiencing His love through the ministry and kindness of others. 

  

Just recently I experienced a situation in my own life that I can testify that I saw God through His people. I had 

people praying me through this time of trial, food was dropped off at our door, people volunteering to watch our 

daughter, there were cards of encouragement, gifts and of course social media messages in the way of texts and 

Facebook. I couldn’t help but reflect on the verse above when I thought of each of them. God will not forget their 

love and work they did out of love for my family and myself as neither will we. 

  

There is beauty in adversity for those who go through it and for those who bless others in it. 

  

May each of us recognize the blessing it is to be asked by God to be a minister in it because for those on the 

receiving end it makes a difference. 

  

For those who may be reading this and you currently find yourself in the storm of adversity, can I encourage you 

to thank God for it? He wants to draw close to you if you will let Him. For those who have experienced adversity 

and have come through it may I encourage you to take a time of reflection and remember how you saw His hand 

on your life at that time and how He brought you through it. 

  

We may not understand all that is given to us to bear but I do know this we are never alone. He is using your 

adversity to build a deeper relationship with you and to conform you into the image of Christ. 

  

The trial I have faced will not even measure to the trials some of you are going through but it is what I needed to 

go through to bring me to a place of … 

REASSURANCE - The reassurance I was not walking this alone and God was in control. 

REFLECTION - How could I see Him in this? I reflected on each person brought into my life for such a time as 

this. I reflected on how aside form man’s plans God’s plans were different and His way prevailed. 

RESOUNDING gratitude - I truly took on the attitude of gratitude. Thankful beyond measure for this trial in 

which made me actively be thankful once again and not take a day or people for granted. 

  

Are you being asked to be a minister in someone’s life today or is God asking you to allow Him to minister to you 

by depending on Him? 

  

Whatever it is, listen to Him for we know obedience brings blessing. 

 

Kim Van Oostveen, 2016       


